PACKING TIPS

[image: image1.wmf]
[image: image2.jpg]We'll Get You RMovin'




· Before you begin to box up your possessions, look over your homeowner's insurance policy to see if your household goods are covered for loss or damage during a move. If not, you can buy the coverage you need from your insurance company or the mover.  

· Keep in mind that everything you move will add to your cost in money, time, and energy.  Have a garage sale or donate items to charity.

· Call your grocery store and ask them to save boxes for you to pick up.  In addition, you can buy boxes from a moving or rental company. 

· Start packing early, two to three weeks before the move, one room at a time. Start with the things you use less frequently: books, decorations, knick-knacks, and out of season clothes.

· Pack a few special and comforting items that you will want to get to as soon as you arrive at your new home.  Include a lamp, chair, blanket, items special and comforting to your children, and things you will want to use to relax during the first few days of unpacking.  Label them “Last in, first out."

· Carry ALL of your valuables, jewelry, financial information, and important papers personally on moving day.

· If you are using a professional mover, eliminate temptation.  Do not label the boxes holding valuables.  Try numbering them or using a “code” word.

· Since tapes, LP records, CDs, and computer disks are susceptible to heat damaged, air freight them or take them with you in your car.

· If You're Moving Yourself:

· Load major appliances first to insure that the center of gravity is closest to the driver, where it belongs. 

· Just because an item comes out of the house does not mean it should go straight into the truck.  Take your time in packing the truck.  A tightly packed load is your best guarantee that your belongings make it through the move undamaged.

· Place the items you need first into the truck last.

· Stack lightweight, bulky items on top.

· Load mattresses and mirrors along the walls of the truck and tie them securely.

